RAYMOND H. WILLIAMSON 


933 ROTHWOOD ROAD 
LYNCHBURG, VA. 24503 


June 23 1986 


PHONE 804-384-669 


Re: HORATIO NELSON RUST 



. 


Attentions Ms. Barbara J. Gregory 
Production Editor 






Dear Ms. Gregory: 

I enjoyed Tom Stone’s interesting story in the May issue of The Numis ¬ 
matist : "On the Scent of a Fugio Cent;" especially his discussion of the 
New Haven Restrikes, the earliest of which were made around i860. I heartily 
concur with Stone's contention that "The history of the New Haven Restrikes 
is an intriguing one. It is crowded with claims and counterclaims concerning 
the actual discovery of the dies." But his further statement re Horatio 
Nelson Rust bears further comment: 

The mystery shrouding Horatio N. Rust is deeper than that of the dies 
themselves. One expert suggests it was a pseudonym but that a real 
person, an active numismatist, was responsible for the rare gold and 
silver Fugio Cents that exist." 

This expert of course is Don Taxay, who had commented thus in his article 
"The Fugio Cents" in Coins magazine for October 1968: "So I think we can 
assume that H. N. Rust ... is a pseudonym, (whose) real identity remains 
unknown." 

However, for nearly a decade, Jim Spilman’s Colonial Newsletter has 

intermittently shared bits and pieces of history and speculation sent by 

contributors regarding the New Haven Restrikes — and also has disclosed the 

actuality of a man named Horatio Nelson Rust, numismatist. Surely by now 

but 

Don Taxay must be convinced of H. N. Rust's reality,/for the record let us 
review some bits of the evidence. 

A photograph of his heavily-bearded face was the full-page frontispiece 
of the genealogy book Record of the Rust Family (1891) by Albert D. Rust. 

This picture is similar to Rust’s physiog which appeared ca i860 on one of 
August B. Sage's medals. No. 8 of a series in Richard D. Kenney's article 
in the 1949 Coin Collector's Journal and pictured again in The Colonial- 
Newsletter in December 1969. More recently published are three more pictures 


of Rust in the excellent article "Horatio Nelson Rust — Abolitionist, 
Archaeologist, Indian Agent" by Jane Apostol in the Winter 1979-80 issue 
of California Histor y. 
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R. H. Williamson 


He was born in 1828 at Amherst, Massachusetts, and his early life was 
spent in or near Collinsville, Connecticut. He married near there in 1851. 

In 1873 he moved his family to Chicago and in 1882 they moved on to South 
Pasadena, California. Rust died there in 1906, after a very active life. 

His death notice was in The New York Times for 15 November. Some of Rust’s 
descendants are still resident in California. The Huntington Library at 
San Marino, California, has over 1200 items accessioned from Rust’s estate 
in 1943. 

This information should qualify the name H. N. Rust as that of a person 
rather than a pseudonym. 

As a numismatist, Rust participated in the October 1868 sale of the 
J. Colvin Randall collection in New York City. He was an 1873 charter sub¬ 
scriber for S. S. Crosby's great book The Early Coins of America . He appears 
to have disposed of most of his numismatic material before his death in 1906 
but he retained his copy of Crosby, which appears in his book inventory among 
the 82 pages of his probate papers at the Los Angeles County Courthouse. 

While he lived in Chicago, he wrote several long, signed numismatic articles 
for the newspaper Chicago Inter-Ocean . The undated numismatic clipping quoted 
by Tom Stone turns out to be from the 19 July 1898 issue of Rust's home-town 
newspaper, the Pasadena Daily News . 

Rust’s writings seem to deliberately confuse the events of his pre-Calif¬ 
ornia life. It is regrettable that we don't know as much about his numismatic 
activities as the records show about his orange groves and Indian relics. 

For example, no copy has surfaced of the "Circular" furnished by Rust with 
each specimen of his New Haven Restrikes of the 1787 Fugio Cent. Does anyone 
out there have a sample of this advertising circular? 


Raymond H. Williamson 

cc ANA 9482 

Eric Newman, Saint Louis 
Jim Spilman, Huntsville AL 


PS to Ms. Gregory: According to our June 20 phone conversation, no other person 
had written to you on this matter. Eric Newman called from St. Louis to urge 
I write something. Please feel free to publish the above if you wish, either 
with or without editing. You may publish my address if appropriate. You may 
receive a Rust photo, either the frontispiece or the medal, from Jim Spilman. 
You may use one or both at your discretion, or omitj data for titles are in 
this letter. 

Best regards! Sincerely ^ 


Sincerely 






THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION, INC. 

P.O.Box 4411 

Huntsville, Alabama 35802 
December 22, 1987 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Patron: 

This letter is being mailed to each o-f our Patrons who has indicated 
on our Patrons Interest Questionnaire that he or she has an interest 
in the Fugio Cents of 1787. During 1988 we plan to publish a number 
o-f weight histogram studies o-f various Early American coinages. The 
■first of these will be on the Fugio Cents of 1787. 

Attached are Xerox copies of the basic Fugio weight histograms for the 
Fine Ray and Club Ray varieties. At the present time there are a total 
of 334 Fugio specimens recorded in the CNL computer database. From 
the database is generated a histogram for each die variety or selected 
combinations and it then calculates the average weight and standard 
deviation for each. Each symbol on the attached plots indicates a 
single coinage specimen plotted to one grain increments; the white 
symbols represent the specimens most recently added to the database. 

Our objective is to include at least 2000 specimens in the database in 
order to have statistical1y significant results for each die variety 
combination. Accordingly, we are requesting that those of you who 
would like to assist with this data collection effort please fill out 
the enclosed CNL FUGIO SURVEY form and list the specimens in your 
collection as of January 1, 1988. All data sheets and the identity of 
owners will be kept confidential. If you want to remain totally 
anonymous please enter some identification code or symbol in place of 
your name on the sheet. Please enter your inventory number, if you 
have one, for each specimen so we can keep track of duplicate 
varieties. The weight should be to whatever accuracy you have it 
available; if the weight is in grams rather than grains, please 
indicate this fact. In the provenance column please advise, in 
particular, if your specimen is from a recent sale. We already have 
entered in the database the specimens from the Picker, Roper, and 
Taylor sales, and we need to avoid duplicating any specimens. Under 
remarks please indicate any unusual properties, such as rotated 
reverses, oblong planchets, or other items you believe to be 
important. 

The histogram program that we are using has the ability to identify 
six levels of information by various shading of the symbols for each 
specimen. In that manner, for example, we could indicate five 





different specific die varieties within the overall plot which might 
exhibit curious distribution compared with other varieties. In 
addition we will be storing the individual plots and statistical 
values -for each die variety combination on an Apple HyperCard deck so 
that those of you having Macintosh computers can study the results in 
your own fashion and at leisure. 

Although we are interested principally in the genuine Fine Ray and 
Club Ray Fugio varieties, we will also appreciate data on any "New 
Haven" varieties that you may have since these are being studied and 
analyzed at the same time. 

Your cooperation in this effort will be sincerely appreciated. A 
stamped/addressed envelope is attached for your convenience in 
returning the form to us BEFORE February 1, 1988 if possible. 

Many thanks and Best Wishes to each of you for the New Year! 

Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION 
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THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER FOUNDATION 


P.O.Box 4411 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802 

January 15, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 

This letter is a followup to my letter of December 22, 1987 in which I 

requested weights data on the Fugio Cents of 1787 from CNL Patrons. 

The response so far is very encouraging and the enclosures indicate 
the progress being made in this area. If you have not yet responded 
to my request, I urge you to do so as quickly as possible in order 
that we can have statistically significant quantities of data, by 
individual die variety, for the preliminary publication of results 
scheduled for the next issue of CNL. 

Also, Eric, I am including a histogram for 33 specimans of VIRGINIA 
Coppers of 1773. There are only two CNL Patrons who indicate an 
interest in this series, so it is not very actively collected. I 
recall that you sent me a notice some time ago, a year or so I 
believe, that indicated that you were planning a revision to your work 
on the Virginia series. If you have weights data on that series that 
you would like for me to run through the computer to generate the type 
of results that I am obtaining, I will be happy to do so. The program 
that does this is quite complicated; however, now that I have 
developed it I simply enter the data sequentially and the computer 
does all the rest. The variety of analysis and graphical output is 
essentially unlimited. Just tell the program what you would like to 
see and it does it. 


Best regards, 

THE COLONIAL NEWSLETTER 





View 


i i mi 
i i mu 
i i mu 

mu mm 
uiuuiuu 
minium 

iiiuui 
mum hi 
uumiiim 

i i mm 

Huiumii 

UUUUUIH 1 

ii ii m mmii 

uimium 

uumiiim i i 

mi ii mmmmi 

UIUUIUU 

UHIUIIIIII1 II 

mu ii uuiHuiiii 

uuuuiiu 

1111111111111111111 II 1 


III I 

I n n 11111 1 11 1 1 1 ii 11 1 1 11 rm iTpTTTTTTTtTrrmTiTrpm 

100 (int = 1) 

includes 398 values 
FINE RAY FUGIOS <3> 1-15-88 157.5 

Copyright 1988 The Colonial Newsletter Foundation . Inc 


.. 1111 m 1111111 r 


111111111 1 m 11111 n 


GO to INDEH 


)C 


Preu Card 


DC 


Newt Card 


DC 


Last Card 





























Copyright © 1988 by The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 




FU6I0 CENT 

S OF 1787 — SUMMARY WORKSHEET 






Jan 151988 

10:07 AN 





VARIETY 

COUNT 

AVERA6E 

HI 

LOW 

STD .DEV. 

VARIANCE 

RARITY 

NOTES 










Fine Ray3 

398 

149.67 

185.4 

101 

12.55 

157.48 


A 

1-B 

11 

141.78 

159 

131.89 

7.98 

63.72 

R5 

B 

1-1 

6 

151.33 

164 

130.8 

15.50 

240.21 

R6 

C 

1-Z 

3 

148.72 

151.25 

144.7 

3.52 

12.38 

R7 


1-CC 

3 

145.40 

147 

144 

1.51 

2.28 

R7 


6-W 

10 

153.72 

174.8 

137 

14.97 

223.96 

R4 


7-T 

15 

150.14 

178 

120 

15.22 

231.61 

R4 


8-B 

17 

141.06 

163 

110.96 

12.94 

167.38 

R1 


8-X 

14 

149.50 

185.4 

103 

18.02 

324.64 

R2 


9-P 

14 

149.45 

162 

138.8 

6.67 

44.43 

R4 


9-Q 

5 

147.67 

154.7 

134.26 

8.35 

69.77 

R5 


9-S 

4 

156.19 

163.1 

152.8 

4.81 

23.18 

R7 


9-T 

5 

158.00 

179 

140 

14.02 

196.61 

R6 


10-6 

4 

159.04 

170.4 

150.2 

9.06 

82.03 

R7 


10-T 

8 

154.20 

165.9 

146 

7.00 

49.07 

R6 


11-A 

5 

147.36 

162.9 

130.6 

12.53 

157.05 

R6 


11-B 

8 

153.74 

171.6 

126.54 

17.55 

307.96 

R4 


11-X 

7 

151.00 

182.6 

122 

19.55 

382.02 

R4 


12-M 

12 

154.31 

175.2 

140.5 

11.20 

125.33 

R4 


12-S 

9 

148.28 

162.2 

137.25 

8.66 

78.44 

R5 


12-U 

10 

151.91 

167.8 

138 

9.84 

96.90 

R5 


12-X 

10 

153.20 

169.5 

121.9 

13.61 

185.20 

R1 


12-Z 

6 

160.55 

175.7 

152 

8.33 

69.40 

R7 


12-Z(0~) 

1 

135.80 

135.8 

135.8 

# DIV/0! 

♦DIV/0! 

R8 


12—KK 

6 

157.51 

160 

153 

3.00 

8.97 

R6 


12-LL 

3 

153.79 

159.3 

147.37 

6.02 

36.20 

R7 


13-N 

6 

142.47 

150 

132.7 

6.68 

44.61 

R7 


13-R 

9 

149.12 

168 

121.7 

14.17 

200.66 

R5 


13-X 

19 

150.95 

168 

124 

12.30 

151.30 

R1 


13-KK 

1 

160.20 

160.2 

160.2 

# DIV/0! 

♦DIV/0! 

R8 


14-H 

0 

•DIV/0! 

0 

0 

•DIV/0! 

♦DIV/0! 

R8 


14-0 

9 

153.75 

164 

147.3 

5.78 

33.36 

R4 


14-X 

0 

# DIV/0! 

0 

0 

•DIV/0! 

# DIV/0! 

R8 


15-H 

9 

147.92 

158 

139 

7.01 

49.19 

R5 


15-K 

3 

150.02 

161.8 

134.26 

14.19 

201.49 

R7 

D 

15-V 

6 

139.97 

166 

123 

17.78 

316.30 

R6 


15-Y 

22 

146.28 

164 

121.5 

13.90 

193.20 

R4 


16—H 

5 

143.92 

162.5 

101 

24.80 

615.08 

R6 


16-N 

10 

154.67 

168.2 

142 

7.04 

49.60 

R5 


17-1 

1 

144.80 

144.8 

144.8 

# DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


17-S 

10 

146.39 

168 

124.7 

12.35 

152.44 

R4 

A 

17-S(DBL) 

1 

♦DIV/0! 

333 

333 

♦DIV/0! 

♦DIV/0! 

R8 


17-WW 

3 

149.23 

152 

144.8 

3.88 

15.04 

R7 
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18-H 

10 

149.11 

173 

134 

13.01 

388.00 

R6 


18-U 

15 

153.17 

166 

142 

7.20 

51.80 

R5 


18-X 

3 

148.58 

168 

126.9 

20.64 

426.16 

R7 


19-M 

4 

151.80 

167.5 

134 

13.97 

195.13 

R7 


19-Z 

11 

146.24 

170.3 

122 

14.87 

221.21 

R6 


19-Z(0~) 

1 

135.00 

135 

135 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


19-SS 

6 

154.80 

163.1 

135.8 

10.62 

112.79 

R7 


19-SS(0~) 

1 

162.20 

162.2 

162.2 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


20-R 

8 

148.47 

156.3 

131 

9.00 

80.99 

R6 


20-X 

4 

139.05 

163.1 

104.9 

24.82 

615.88 

R6 


21-1 

15 

145.89 

162 

126 

10.52 

110.76 

R5 


22-M 

6 

155.28 

175 

136.57 

14.81 

219.40 

R6 

E 










Club Rays 

59 

153.77 

180.3 

132.3 

11.59 

134.28 



2-C 

9 

162.71 

180.3 

140.8 

12.53 

157.08 

R7 


3-D 

19 

149.65 

168 

132.3 

10.32 

106.40 

R3 


4- E 

19 

149.21 

169 

135.8 

10.17 

103.41 

R3 


5-f 

4 

166.30 

170 

164 

2.63 

6.89 

R7 


5-HH 

3 

163.80 

168 

157.4 

5.63 

31.72 

R8 


23-ZZ 

1 

159.00 

159 

159 

•D1V/0I 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


24-MM 

1 

158.00 

158 

158 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 











New Havens 

28 

155.68 

231.4 

125.3 

23.18 

537.51 



lOI-AA(Co) 

1 

141.80 

141.8 

141.8 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


101-BB(Si) 

1 

152.8 

152.8 

152.8 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


101-EE(Co) 

1 

140.9 

140.9 

140.9 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


101-EE(Si) 

1 

151.9 

151.9 

151.9 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


lOI-GG(Go) 

1 

231.4 

231.4 

231.4 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


102- 

0 

# DIW0! 

0 

0 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


103-EE(Si) 

1 

151.80 

151.8 

151.8 

•DIV/0! 

1.00 



103-EE(Br) 

1 

125.30 

125.3 

125.3 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R7 


104-FF(Go) 

0 

•DIV/0! 

0 

0 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


104—FF(Si) 

6 

176.88 

178.7 

174 

1.80 

3.25 

R6 


104-FF(Br) 

7 

143.86 

163 

139 

8.54 

72.97 

R4 


104—FF(Co) 

7 

147.62 

196.3 

136.57 

21.60 

466.55 

R1 


104-FF(CoX)~ 

1 

160.70 

160.7 

160.7 

•DIV/OI 

•DIV/OI 

R8 


105-JJ(Si) 

1 

162.17 

162.17 

162.17 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 

R8 


106- 

0 

•DIV/0! 

0 

0 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 



107- 

0 

•DIV/0! 

0 

0 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 



Rev. UU 

0 

•DIV/0! 

0 

0 

•DIV/0! 

•DIV/0! 












NOTES 









A 

Norweb double thickness (333.0 qrain) 17-S has been deleted from this categor 

V. (N37) 


B 

Upset reverse for variety 1-B reported by Richard Auqust 7-14-76 



C 

Upset reverse for variety 1-Z reported by Richard Auqust 9-26-83 



D 

All known 15-K have upset reverses. (0~) 



E 

Upset reverse 22-M have the widest range of variation — 0~ +/- 30 degrees 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, Sc. Louis, Missouri 63105 

February 8, 1988 


Mr. James C. Spilman 

The Colonial Newsletter Foundation, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 4411 
Huntsville, AL 35802 

Dear Jim: 

Your very nice letter of February 2, 1988 is appreciated. Your plan on 
having special interest groups is a fine one and I believe will be very 
productive of knowledge. 

As I told you, I am very anxious to see the Virginia project revised and 
will gladly help in any way I can. So far as I now know all that is open 
is to illustrate in clearer form and add the new die varieties. Spread 
of weights and the number of examples in collections could also be included 
if that were important in the series. I believe someone else should be 
selected for that project as I previously pointed out. I will help anyone, 
but I do feel it would be more of an incentive to have someone else be 
the coordinator. Will you, therefore, see if you can interest someone 
else for that position. 

I would certainly be interested in knowing who has been selected for the 
other three areas which you mentioned as the Fugios and Machin’s Mills 
are particularly of interest to me, having written extensively on both 
subjects, and being the first one to publish the die varities of the Fugios 
and the first one to show the interlocking punch work between Vermont, 
Connecticut and the Machin's Mills pieces. 

Where I think I might be of most help as coordinator is in the early paper 
money of America if you think that field belongs in your data books. 

As you may know, I am now writing the third edition of the Early Paper 
Money of America and publication is scheduled toward the end of 1988. 

That area is much more exciting to me because of the historical, technical 
and broad based problems which arise in it because if it were only for 
varieties' sake I would not have as much interest in it. Perhaps the 
fact that I am going to publish it in book form separately from CNL disqualif 
me from coordinating new information, but there would be nothing better 
than to have new information on the subject fed in through CNL as long 
as CNL recognizes that it will go into a book form independently produced. 

I would very much appreciate your thoughts along these lines, particularly 

since I am not using any computer based data bank and you are applying 

all of the new electronic methods to compilation and retrieval of information 

My very kindest personal regards. 


Sii 


iy, 


Eric P. Newman 
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